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Maine DEA charges four
with heroin trafficking

The Maine Drug Enforcement Agency says it
has charged four people from Maine and Con-
necticut with dealing heroin throughout Ken-
nebec County.

Authorities say 28-year-old Michelle St. Lau-
rent, of Winthrop, is charged with aggravated
heroin trafficking due to the amount of heroin
seized, which was 76 grams. She is being held
without bail.

Tyrone Lindsay, 21, of Waterbury, Conn. is also
charged with aggravated drug trafficking. Bail
was set at $20,000.

Police say 30-year-old Daniel Ackerly and 59-
year-old Frederick Werner, both of Winthrop, are
charged with heroin trafficking. They were ar-
rested Thursday. St. Laurent and Lindsay were
arrested Friday, after a search of St. Laurent’s
home turned up the heroin and $2,400 police say
they suspect was from heroin sales.

It was not immediately known if they have
lawyers.

— Associated Press

WAT E R B U R Y

Barrier placement
latest piece of I-84 project

A permanent barrier will be installed this week
from Hamilton Avenue west to Washington Street
on Interstate 84 as part of the highway recon-
struction project.

The project, which began last April, involves
adding a third lane to the highway in both direc-
tions on the 2.7-mile stretch between Washington
Street and Pierpont Road.

Also this week, rock removal will occur on I-84
eastbound east of Scott Road. Also, the Exit 25
eastbound on-ramp from Scott Road to Reidville

Drive will be paved.
Fine grade for asphalt will

be placed on I-84 westbound,
west of Scott Road and paral-
lel to Plank Road.

Meanwhile, preparation
work and installation of pan-
els for a noise barrier wall
will occur along Exit 23 east-

bound near Hamilton Avenue.
Work on a jacking pit under I-84 and adjacent

to the former Exit 24 eastbound off-ramp, which
closed permanently last year, will continue this
week. Installation of a chamber and tie-in sewer
is underway.

Further, excavation for the Exit 25 westbound
off-ramp at Beaver Pond Brook and Scott Road
will take place.

Five bridges are being constructed. On the
Hamilton Avenue bridge over I-84, a water main
sleeve is being installed.

On the western crossing of I-84 over the Mad
River, a communication conduit is being in-
stalled. On the future I-84 over the Mad River,
eastern crossing, workers will drive production
piles for abutment 2.

On the future Exit 25 eastbound off-ramp over
the Mad River, crews will pour and form
stemwalls for abutment 2.

On the Harpers Ferry Road bridge, the pier
stem and abutment 1 stem will be formed and
poured.

Three retaining walls are also under construc-
tion.

On Reidville Drive, one lane will be closed in-
termittently, with alternating traffic, for excava-
tion and trucking of materials. Also, gas work is
occurring at the culvert just east of the rock cut.

On Scott Road, an earth retaining system is be-
ing installed, south of the Exit 25 westbound off-
ramp.

Rock blasting along Reidville Drive will re-
quire closures on I-84 and on local roads Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday between 9:30 and 11:30
a.m. During the blasts, traffic also will be stopped
on Hamilton Avenue, Harpers Ferry Road and
Reidville Drive.

Other blasting that is far enough from Reidville
Drive so that traffic won’t need to be stopped may
occur Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

WAT E R B U R Y

Industrial Park lot subject
of commission hearing

The City Plan Commission will hold a hearing
concerning the resubdivision of a Reidville Drive
Industrial Park lot starting at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Cass Gilbert Room of City Hall, 235
Grand St.

The resubdivision would enable developers to
build an entrance over city land on Interstate
Lane. 

Developers Joseph Pisani, who owns Pisani
Steel in Naugatuck, and Curt Jones, president of
Civil 1 engineering in Woodbury, plan to build a
commercial development on a 40-acre site that
abuts a residential area including Piping Rock
Drive, Saddle Rock Road and Split Rock Drive.

The City Plan Commission approved an open
space buffer on the city-owned property in 1985.
The entrance road would pass through the buffer
zone.

The property needs to be resubdivided to re-
place the buffer zone with comparable land oppo-
site from where Interstate Lane intersects itself. 

The city has applied for the resubdivision be-
cause it owns the property that would be affected.
Next, the developers would approval of the ease-
ment and a zone change to allow commercial de-
velopment on a residential property.

BY ANDREW LARSON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY — The
highest bidder in a foreclo-
sure sale of the former Pan-
dora’s Cabaret property has
no plans of opening another
strip club.

David Gable, owner of Ho-
con Gas, won the sale with a
$205,000 bid. He won’t take
ownership of the 141 Wash-
ington Ave. property until the
sale is approved in court.

Gable said he has no inter-
est in opening an adult-ori-

ented business, although
Pandora’s zoning approval
will stay with the property
even with the ownership
change.

“I was never happy when
that strip club moved in,”
Gable said.

Pandora’s Cabaret closed
shortly after a gunbattle in
March 2014 when 29 shots
were fired and three people
were injured. Soon after, the
club’s liquor license renewal
was denied and it closed.

Pandora’s not reopening  
Strippers are in the past,
property’s future is in gas

JIM SHANNON  REPUBLICAN AMERICAN

David Gable of Norwalk, center, placed a winning bid of
$205,000 on the former Pandora's Cabaret in Waterbury
during a foreclosure sale Saturday. Attorney Catherine Ri-
vard, right, fills out paperwork following the sale. 

BY MIKE  PATRICK
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY 

F ewer people in the pews and
fewer dollars in the collec-
tion plates are leading to big
changes for two historic city

churches, as one seeks to merge with
another congregation and the other will
likely shut its doors.

Changing attitudes, evolving faith,
and increased time constraints on fami-
lies are among the factors church lead-
ers blamed for their current financial
woes.

ON A RECENT SUNDAY, the ushers at
St. John’s Episcopal Church on the
Green did something that likely never
been done in the church’s almost 300-
year history. They threw open the doors
so passers-by could hear the joyful
gospel music inside.

Worshippers from Community Taber-
nacle Outreach Center, a Pentecostal
church on Hewlett Street, had come to
St. John’s for a combined service, and
brought with them an energy that both

contracted and complemented the more
subdued Episcopal rites.

“It was a very loving, spirit-filled
gathering that was so inspirational on so
many levels; it was just fantastic,” The
Rev. Michael Carroll of St. John’s said.
“We agreed that it was a splendid first
date.”

And it was a date the leaders of both
churches said they hope leads to mar-
riage.

Community Tabernacle Outreach

Center, with its growing congregation
and numerous social service offerings,
is fast outgrowing its space at the more
than century-old church building in the
Overlook neighborhood.

Conversely, the nearly 150-year-old
St. John’s has been so struggling finan-
cially in recent years that it has been
subject to closure rumors.
So, the Rev. W. James Johnson said he

OPEN OR CLOSE DOORS? 

Churches’ choice:
Either reach out 
or shut down

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN ARCHIVE

The Rev. W. James Johnson, pastor at
Community Tabernacle Outreach Cen-
ter in Waterbury. 

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN ARCHIVE

The Rev. Michael Carroll inside St. John's Episcopal Church in Waterbury. 

See CHURCHES, Page 7A

BY LARAINE  WESCHLER
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERTOWN — Developers are bring-
ing back a plan to build townhouses on prop-
erty at the corner of Echo Lake Road and
Buckingham Street, according Emily Jones,
a professional engineer speaking on behalf
of Lovley Development, LLC.

Jones said she came to the Planning and
Zoning Commission in 2007 or 2008 with a
plan to build 61 townhouses in 20 buildings
on the 17-acre property in the R-30 zone. 741

Watertown housing proposal is back, but it’s bigger 

LARAINE WESCHLER  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Preliminary plans for a new housing complex at 741 Echo Lake Road in Wa-
tertown were presented to the Planning and Zoning Commission Wednesday. See PLAN, Page 8A

See SALE, Page 8A

CONSTRUCTION
UPDATE
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saw an opportunity to answer
the needs of both churches
by relocating his congrega-
tion to St. John’s.

“Even way before now, we
were reaching out trying to
find out if there was anything
we could do to participate in
the sustainability of the min-
istry and the parish,” John-
son said.

“I’d heard several things
about investors purchasing it
with the desire to do some-
thing with it other than use it
for a house of worship,” he
said. “That’s when our anten-
nas went up sky high, be-
cause I think a facility like
that should be used for the
purpose in which it’s intend-
ed.”

Carroll said about 12 to 15
developers have toured St.
John’s recently, with sugges-
tions it could be used for
housing, offices and other
things.

Both Johnson and Carroll
said exactly how the church-
es might come together has
not been worked out.

“The difference between
an idea and a concept and
plan lies in details,” Carroll
said, adding while there is no
concrete plan, church lead-
ers have a concept and idea
to explore.

Regardless of the arrange-
ment between the two
churches, he said, St. John’s
is still open to proposals to
use its office space and other
areas.

“We have to re-present St.
John’s Church as a place the
community can depend on
being available for meetings,
performances, community
meetings,” he said. “I want
us dynamically involved as a
place in the community peo-
ple feel comfortable to come
for a variety of purposes, and
will include more than one
church.”

DAVID SIMPSON has been a
member of Bunker Hill Con-
gregational Church for the
past 60 years. He was bap-
tized there, married there,

had his daughters baptized
and married there, buried
both his parents through the
church and assumed his
eventual funeral would be
there, too.

Now, he hopes not for the
latter, since it would have to
be soon. The church will be
shuttered by the end of the
year, he said.

“Beginning in the 1990s,
we started to see a decline in
membership and giving,”
Simpson, the church’s mod-
erator and the city’s director
of public works, said. “And
we have gone through a lot of
discernment of our future
through all of these years We
for many years have said,
‘What is God calling us to do
and to be in the Waterbury
area?’”

Sixty-eight faithful came
together in 1905 to begin the
church, and its current loca-
tion on Bunker Hill Avenue
opened in 1924.

Decades ago, Simpson
said, about 100 people could
be expected to worship
there on Sunday. These
days, he said, scant more
than a dozen are in the pews.

And, he said, the church
has fewer than 40 weekly
donors, whose contributions
are not nearly enough to

support the church’s annual
$127,000 operating budget.

While the church gets
some grants, he said, it also
has to occasionally dip into
its $325,000 endowment.

“The members of Bunker
Hill Congregational Church
are committed not to spend
down all of their invests to
support operating costs,” he
said. “We don’t want to go to
the point where we’re broke
and are forced to close. We
want that $325,000 to be
able to be applied to needs
in the community.”

The church may choose to
do that by turning the en-
dowment over to the Water-
bury Congregational Union
— a council of four such
churches in the city, includ-
ing Bunker Hill, First Con-
gregational Church, South
Congregational Church and
Mill Plain Union Church.

Another option, he said,
would be to use the money
to create a perpetual invest-
ment that would support
charities in the city such as
Greater Waterbury Inter-
faith Ministries and Acts 4
Ministry.

“The thought process be-
hind the endowment is, how
do we as a church continue a
legacy that’s 111 years old?”

he said.
Simpson said he hopes an-

other church will continue
in the BHCC building, and
said he expects there to be
an announcement to that ef-
fect in the near future.

“I’m a firm believer that
God has had and continues
to have a plan for the
Bunker Hill Congregational
Church,” he said. “And if
that plan is supporting
someone else’s more vibrant
ministry, then it will be re-
warded.”

CHURCH LEADERS have dif-
fering opinions over what has
led certain of them to thrive
and others to financial ruin.

“The church is in trouble
because there are some sys-
temic problems that have
been ignored for a long time
among members and also
mainly among leaders who
see a problem, ignore a prob-
lem and hope a problem
would disappear or fix it-
self,” Johnson said.

Various efforts within
Community Tabernacle Out-
reach Center, such as a re-
cent successful program to
make contact with 10,000
people in need in the commu-
nity, have helped the church
expand.

The church provides com-
munity services such as a
food pantry, employment
counseling, and halfway
houses for ex-convicts.

But other churches, he
said, sometimes shy away
from trying new things.

“I think it is centered
around the ability to take
courage to make change,” he
said. “I think we who are in
leadership, regardless of de-
nomination affiliation, have
to be willing to assess our sit-
uation and be willing to
make changes necessary for
the Body of Christ to flour-
ish.”

For Carroll, decline in
church participation is root-
ed in the social changes that
followed the end of World
War II.

Challenges to church au-
thority, Vatican II and an in-
creased focus on the scientif-
ic began to keep people
home on Sundays, he said.

Some Catholic churches,
too, have seen sharp drops in
attendance and giving.

In the city’s Brooklyn
neighborhood, the struggling
St. Joseph Parish was linked
by the archdiocese some
years back to the more pros-
perous St. Patrick Church.

The Rev. Norman Brock-

ett, joint pastor of the parish-
es, said enough parishioners
participate in fundraisers at
St. Patrick that church does-
n’t need to dip into its sav-
ings for operational costs.

However, he said, so few
do so at St. Joseph, where at-
tendance is low, that it often
relies on its savings to get by,
and that savings may be de-
pleted in just a couple years.

There have long been ru-
mors of St. Joseph’s eventual
closure. It’s school and other
buildings have been on the
market for years.

“Times have changed.
People’s theology has
changed. They maybe are
looking for a more progres-
sive church than a main line
Congregational church,”
Simpson said of the struggles
at the Bunker Hill church.

“We’re in competition with
sporting events, family com-
mitments, shopping,” he said.
“A husband and wife are
both working, and Sunday
may be the only together
time they have, and church
may not be high on their list.”

Contact Mike Patrick at
mpatrick@rep-am.com, on
Twitter@RA_MikePatrick or
on Facebook at RA. Mike.
Patrick.

CHURCHES: Some shy away from new things

CHRISTOPHER MASSA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

David Simpson, left, is the moderator at Bunker Hill Congregational Church in Waterbury, right. Simpson been a member of the church for 60 years. 
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